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(57) 



ABSTRACT 



An orthopedic implant assembly comprising a stabilizing 
element, a securing element which attaches the stabilizing 
element to the bone, and a stopping member in the stabi- 
lizing element which inhibits the. securing element from 
loosening or backing out of the bone. The stabilizing ele- 
ment has at least one bore with the stopping member therein. 
In one embodiment, the stopping member has a reversibly 
expandable inner and outer diameter to allow the securing 
element to pass posteriorly through the stopping member, 
but thereafter prevent or inhibit the securing element from 
anteriorly backing out of the posterior section of the trans- 
verse passageway. In another embodiment, the stopping 
member is secured to an anterior section of the transverse 
passageway, and the head of the securing element generally 
has a compressed configuration with a diameter less than the 
diameter of the stopping member, in which configuration the 
head can pass through the stopping member, and an uncom- 
pressed configuration with a diameter larger than the diam- 
eter of the stopping member. 

28 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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